
RESERVATIONS 020 8846 2666 OR SEE YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT �U VISIT WWW.HURTIGRUTEN.CO.UK

Join this popular voyage to learn more about the Arctic night sky as well 
as the greatest lightshow on Earth, the Aurora Borealis.

20 January, 22 February and 15 March 2012 
Bergen – Kirkenes – Trondheim • 11 days from £1095

Dr John Mason MBE (20 January and 15 March) 
An Applied Physicist by profession, Dr John Mason has 
been actively involved in Science for over 30 years, 
with Astronomy, Astrophysics and Space Technology as 
his main interests. He is currently Principal Lecturer at 
the South Downs Planetarium in Chichester, has been a 
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society since 1976, and 
is a full member of the International Astronomical Union. 
He lectures extensively in the UK and overseas on a wide 
range of scienti� c topics and is a frequent broadcaster on 
radio and television, having appeared many times with 
Sir Patrick Moore on BBC TV’s ‘The Sky at Night’.  

Ian Ridpath (22 February)
Ian Ridpath has been a full time writer and broadcaster 
on Astronomy since 1972 and has previously worked at 
the University of London Observatory and in publishing. 
He is a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society (Council 
member 2004 – 07), as well as a member of the Society 
of Authors and of the Association of British Science 
Writers. He is also the Editor of the Oxford Dictionary 
of Astronomy and Norton’s Star Atlas, a publication now 
in its twentieth edition since 1910.

ASTRONOMY VOYAGE

Following this tour’s popularity in 2011 we are delighted to offer three more 
Astronomy Voyages in 2012, with more time spent travelling alongside the 
wonderful winter landscape of Norway. Accompanying you will be either the 
renowned Astronomer Dr John Mason, or Ian Ridpath, Editor of the Oxford 
Dictionary of Astronomy. Through a series of lectures and a guided tour of 
the night sky from the deck of the ship, your lecturer will bring the world of 
stars, planets and meteors closer whilst also exploring the numerous myths 
and legends linked to the constellations in our skies. During the 11 day 
voyage we will also hope to see the magic of the Northern Lights. 
Cruising along the Norwegian coast far from artifi cial light offers the best 
chance of catching a glimpse of this spectacular celestial phenomenon.

Voyage Highlights:

• Learn about the night sky with lectures from our on board expert

• Cruise the spectacular fjords of Norway’s dramatic coastline

• Visit the ‘Capital of Arctic Norway’, Tromsø with a special visit to the   
 Northern Lights Planetarium

• Travel to Europe’s northern extremes at Honningsvåg with the option 
 to visit the North Cape

• Enjoy optional winter activities such as Husky dog sledging and 
 snowmobiling in the dramatic Arctic landscape

www.hurtigruten.co.uk

Valid from May 2011 to March 2012

We start our journey in Bergen, the gateway to the 
fjords, and continue northwards towards the Arctic Circle. 
We travel to the pretty Art Nouveau town of Ålesund, 
the medieval city of Trondheim and through the stunning 
Lofoten Islands. We explore the ‘Capital of Arctic 
Norway’, Tromsø, visit the most northerly point of 
mainland Europe and travel to Kirkenes close to the 
Russian border. 

Turning around we visit the world’s most northerly town 
and can watch the coastline we passed in darkness on 
the northern voyage in daylight on our return.

This tour offers you the chance to see the best of Norway’s 
beautiful coastline combined with fantastic opportunities 
to see the incredible Aurora Borealis as you cruise far 
away from artifi cial light and across the Arctic Circle.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Please see our ‘Voyages in search of the Northern Lights’ brochure for more comprehensive general information.

TIPPING 
Unlike many cruise companies, Hurtigruten has a non-tipping policy on 
all ships. However, if you feel that individual crew members should be 
rewarded for providing exceptional service, this is entirely at your 
discretion and by no means obligatory.

MONEY 
Norwegian currency is used. Visa, American Express, Master Card and 
Diners Card are all accepted as means of payment.

ON BOARD PRICES
The voyage includes breakfast and dinner, with coffee/tea. Beverages and 
other refreshments during the day are not included. Below you will fi nd a 
list of sample prices of some items available. Prices are in pounds Sterling. 
Please note that the prices shown are approximate only and based on the 
latest information available to us.

Café
Tea/Coffee: £2.70  
Bottled water: £3.60

Bar/Dining Room
Bottled beer (0.33 litres): £4.80  
Glass of wine: £6.90
Bottle of wine from: £32.00

LUGGAGE
The luggage allowance is 44lbs/20kgs per person. In addition you may 
take one piece of hand luggage weighing no more than 5kg. 
You may want to bring a small rucksack for excursions as well.

CLIMATE AND CLOTHING
Along the coast the Gulf Stream keeps the temperatures warmer than 
inland Norway, with summer temperatures reaching the low 20s ºC and 
winter hovering just above zero.

Our life on board the ship is a fairly relaxed affair, so there is no need to 
pack anything too formal. Comfortable clothing is more important for 
relaxing in. During the day and for our on-shore excursions clothing which 
can be layered is best.

A warm waterproof jacket, gloves, hat, scarf and fl eeces/woollen sweaters 
are necessary for excursions as well as comfortable boots or shoes with a 
rubber sole and good support. You may also wish to bring something to 
relax in during the evening.

LIFE ON BOARD
Is relaxed and casual with the aim of gaining a greater understanding of 
the heritage and culture of this region, as well as enjoying the convivial 
company of your fellow passengers. Our theme voyages have the unique 
element of a guest expert and on board sessions are designed to maximize 
the enjoyment and knowledge of your chosen subject, as well as all 
aspects of the areas we visit.

DRESS CODE
Comfortable clothes suitable to the area you are travelling in are 
recommended for excursions and landings. We recommend that you bring 
casual clothes and comfortable shoes to wear on board and although 
some passengers may choose to wear smart/casual at dinner you are by
no means obliged to do so.

SAFETY
All ships are fi tted with the necessary safety equipment and passengers 
are required to take part in safety briefi ngs when scheduled. In order to 
comply with maritime security requirements that apply to all ships and 
ports worldwide passengers, crew and visitors to the ship may be subject 
to security screenings. We appreciate your patience and understanding 
whenever such screenings are required.

VALUABLES
The ship is not equipped with safety deposit boxes. However, jewellery, 
money and other valuables can be handed in at the reception for 
safe-keeping in the ship’s safe. Hurtigruten does not accept responsibility 
for the loss of money or other valuables kept in cabins.

EQUIPMENT
A good set of binoculars is useful, as are extra memory cards for your 
camera and spare batteries. Waterproof bags are recommended to protect 
your camera equipment. Remember to pack good quality sunglasses, 
as in the cooler northern climates the sun can still be a major factor in 
your trip. An alarm clock may also be of use.

Remember to pack adequate supplies of any prescription medicine you 
may need. Should you feel it necessary you may also wish to bring 
something for seasickness.

RECOMMENDED READING
Lonely Planet Guide: Norway
Rough Guide: Norway
Pat Watkins: Fellowship of Ghosts
Erling Storrusten: Hurtigruten: The World’s Most Beautiful Sea Voyage

Comfort on board Capturing the moment on deck
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A starry Northern Lights sky
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LECTURES ON BOARD

On board lectures from John Mason will include:
 
IN SEARCH OF THE NORTHERN LIGHTS
The extraordinary beauty, colour and movement of the Aurora
Borealis shimmering against the backdrop of a star-studded Arctic 
sky has mesmerised, fascinated and inspired humans since time 
immemorial. Join our on board expert to understand what causes this 
colourful,rippling, ethereal phenomenon, learn about the myths and 
lore associated with them, and fi nd out how best to observe them.

OUR VIOLENT SUN
The Sun is not only the nearest star, it is the only one that we can 
study at close quarters, and it is from studies of the Sun that we 
learn about all other stars. We get up close and personal with this 
dynamic star, from the core where its energy is produced by nuclear 
reactions, to the solar surface with its sunspots and prominences.

HUBBLE’S GLORIOUS UNIVERSE
Since its launch into the Earth’s orbit in April 1990, the Hubble
Space Telescope has revolutionised our knowledge in almost every 
sphere of astronomy, astrophysics and cosmology. The Hubble 
Space Telescope’s location in orbit, about 600 kilometres above 
the ground, places it high above the effects of Earth’s atmosphere, 
enabling it to obtain very clear and detailed views of celestial objects, 
ranging from our planetary neighbours and the Galaxy in which we 
live to the furthest reaches of space. This beautifully illustrated 
presentation will highlight the enormous contribution made by the 
Hubble Space Telescope to our knowledge of the Universe around us.
 

On board lectures from Ian Ridpath will include:
 
FANTASTIC LIGHTS
Aurorae, fl owing curtains of coloured light that decorate the polar 
skies, are one of the wonders of the natural world. This talk has 
been developed specially to introduce the Northern Lights to those 
who are now venturing to Norway to see this astounding natural 
phenomenon for themselves. 
 
STORIES OF THE STARS
Relive the popular Greek legends of the constellations, illustrated 
by classic works of art, and learn about some of the fabulous 
objects that modern astronomers have discovered which tell 
real-life stories that are every bit as fantastic as the Greek myths.
 
EXPLORING THE SOLAR SYSTEM
Travel through the Solar System from tiny Mercury to distant 
Neptune, viewing each world in close-up as seen by space probes, 
and fi nd out why Pluto is no longer considered a planet.
 
EXPLORING THE MOON
Scan the rugged surface of our nearest neighbour in space and 
travel with the Apollo astronauts as they explore its surface in 
search of clues to its origin.
 
COMETS, GHOSTLY WANDERERS IN SPACE
Comets appear in our skies from time to time like ghostly apparitions. 
Where do they come from, what are they made of and what was 
their role in the origin and development of life on Earth?
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OPTIONAL SHORE EXCURSIONS

H-AES2C ART NOUVEAU TOUR, ÅLESUND  £24pp 

Rebuilt after a disastrous fi re in 1904, the town was recreated to refl ect the Art Nouveau 
trend of the age. This fascinating guided tour brings the town, its history and the 
symbolism of its architecture to life. A visit to the Art Nouveau Centre is included.

H-AES2D ATLANTERHAVSPARKEN AQUARIUM AND  £36p
MOUNT AKSLA, ÅLESUND 

We visit Atlanterhavsparken, one of Northern Europe’s largest salt water aquariums, 
to enjoy the well known and spectacular diving show. Afterwards, you drive up to 
the town mountain Aksla, where you can admire the view and take pictures.

H-TRD3B TRONDHEIM WITH NIDAROS CATHEDRAL, TRONDHEIM £38pp

This sightseeing tour of the former capital and Norway’s third largest city includes 
a visit to the famous Nidaros Cathedral, Norway’s largest medieval church and a 
national shrine since the 11th century.

H-TRD3D TRONDHEIM CITY WALK, TRONDHEIM £19pp

A guided walk through the historical streets of Trondheim, passing the city’s main 
attractions including the Royal Residence, the old town bridge and the Nidaros 
Cathedral.

H-STU4E LOFOTR VIKING FEAST, STAMSUND £82p

At the Lofotr Viking Museum, the largest Viking building ever found has been 
recreated. The Chieftain and the Lady of the house invite you to join in a real 
Viking feast. Experience the magic and excitement as they make sacrifi ces to the 
Gods, hoping that the sun will return to avoid Armageddon.

H-HVG6A THE NORTH CAPE, HONNINGSVÅG £82pp

Enjoy the magnifi cent sub-Arctic landscape as we cross the 71st parallel on our 
journey towards the North Cape, the northernmost point of the continent. 
Visit the North Cape Hall where you can see an impressive 180° panoramic fi lm 
about Finnmark and the North Cape. 

H-KJD6D SNOWMOBILE TRIP IN LAPLAND, KJØLLEFJORD £217pp 
Join us on an unforgettable snowmobile trip to one of Europe’s most extreme and 
exciting natural areas. Experience the snow-clad valleys, the fresh winter air and 
perhaps the mesmerising Northern Lights in the clear, starry sky. 

H-KKN7A THE RUSSIAN BORDER, KIRKENES £36pp

The only town in Norway where East meets West, Kirkenes represents the turning 
point of the Hurtigruten voyage. You start with a short tour of the town, before the 
bus takes you deep into the surprisingly fertile landscape. You make a stop at 
Storskog – the border station between Norway and Russia.

H-KKN7C SNOWMOBILE SAFARI, KIRKENES £124pp

Enjoy an invigorating ride by snowmobile across ice-covered fjords and the serene 
landscapes of Arctic winter. Guides will explain the fascinating history of the indigenous 
Sami people and welcome refreshments will be served in the warmth of the Lavvo.

H-KKN7D KIRKENES SNOW HOTEL, KIRKENES £50pp

A short drive through Kirkenes brings you to the Gabba Reindeer Park where the 
Snow Hotel is situated. A guided tour of the beautifully decorated snow suites is 
followed by a drink in Norway’s largest ice bar and a visit to the reindeer.

H-KKN7F HUSKY ADVENTURE, KIRKENES £108pp

Experience the real feeling of wilderness during this exciting ride! You can have a go 
at driving the sledge yourself, or simply sit back and enjoy the trip. You also have the 
option to visit the Snow Hotel or the reindeer enclosure. 

H-TOS8C MIDNIGHT CONCERT IN THE ARCTIC CATHEDRAL, TROMSØ £41pp

As the candle lights fl icker, this elegant church is fi lled with the sounds of the most 
beautiful Norwegian folk songs, as well as some classical and sacred selections.

H-HFT8E ARCTIC ENERGY, HAMMERFEST £34pp

Hammerfest was the fi rst town in Northern Europe to get electric street lighting 
produced purely from water power in 1891. We visit the Meridian Column, which is 
on the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites, and the Energy House, an interactive 
centre for different energy sources.

H-MEH8F SNOWMOBILE TRIP IN THE POLAR NIGHT, MEHAMN £266pp

Drive through the beautiful Arctic landscape during the polar night. You might see the 
Northern Lights in a clear, starlit sky. Welcome to the polar night and the wilderness!  

H-HRD9A A TASTE OF VESTERÅLEN, HARSTAD £57pp

On this trip from Harstad to Sortland we will experience history, beautiful scenery and a 
selection of breathtaking sights. One of the highlights is a visit to the Trondenes church.

DAY 1  Depart from Bergen, the cultural gateway to the fjords, 
enjoy the relaxed ambience of life on board and take the 
opportunity to meet your fellow astronomers. (D)

DAY 2  An early arrival at the Art Nouveau town of Ålesund 
gives you an opportunity to go ashore and explore this pretty town. 
(B, D)

DAY 3  Continuing north you head for the medieval city of 
Trondheim, whose colourful history is refl ected in its handsome 
civic architecture. Excursions include the medieval Nidaros 
Cathedral or a walking tour of Trondheim. (B, D)

DAY 4  Crossing the Arctic Circle you continue to the modern 
town of Bodø and after crossing the Vestfjord the day’s end 
sees you amidst the glorious Lofoten Islands and their capital, 
Svolvær. (B, D)

DAY 5  A relaxing morning on board precedes your arrival 
in Tromsø, the Capital of Arctic Norway. Here a special visit to 
the Northern Lights Planetarium is included exclusively for
this tour. (B, D)

DAY 6  Following an early call at Hammerfest you arrive in 
Honningsvåg, the portal to the wonders of the spectacular 
North Cape. (B, D)

DAY 7  The vistas and sea life become more dramatic as you 
approach Kirkenes, just a few kilometres from the Russian border, 
and you can join one of our exciting excursions here. 
As you return south the northbound ports visited by night are 
now seen by day. (B, D)

DAY 8  Hammerfest, the world’s most northerly town is your fi rst 
major stop, before continuing to Tromsø and a chance to enjoy 
the Midnight Concert in the Arctic Cathedral. (B, D)

DAY 9  Passing through the legendary Lofoten Islands the ship 
negotiates an intricate network of inlets and isles. This is one of 
the most beautiful stretches of the Norwegian coast and for many 
it is the most stunning part of your journey south. This remarkable 
day ends with an evening return to, and a farewell to, the islands 
at Stamsund. (B, D)

DAY 10  Cross the Arctic Circle and sail past the famed peaks 
of the Seven Sisters as you enter a world of legends and folklore, 
before a chance to enjoy the award-winning maritime museum 
at Rørvik. (B, D)

DAY 11  An early morning arrival in Trondheim marks the end 
of your voyage. (B)  

B = Breakfast, D = Dinner

ASTRONOMY VOYAGE – VOYAGE ITINERARY

Thrilling Husky dog sledging The magical Northern Lights The picturesque Art Nouveau town of Ålesund

Departure dates Twin Inside Twin Outside

20 January 2012 £1095 £1230

22 February 2012 £1095 £1230

15 March 2012 £1235 £1370

Prices are in £s per person based on two people travelling together sharing a twin cabin/room.
Your holiday price includes: Voyage in an unspecifi ed twin cabin including half board, 
tour manager and lectures and a fuel surcharge of £50 per person.
Not included: Flights, airport transfers, travel insurance, luggage handling, optional excursions.

In Kirkenes, Trondheim and Tromsø, due to time excursion timings you will be unable to 
combine all options, please ask for details.
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Add a fl ight package from £380pp
Price includes: Economy fl ights from London Heathrow to Bergen and return from Trondheim 
including current taxes and charges and airport transfers as applicable. Other departure 
airports may be available for a supplement, please contact us for details.


